Previous reports on changes after severe 'near miss' SIDS have also shown the presence of metabolic acidosis, cardiovascular instability, acute renal failure, ischaemic colitis and acute neurological dysfunction.' Some of these infants also showed mild hepatocellular dysfunction and hyponatraemia.
It may be appropriate for infants who have recovered from HSES to be screened for abnormalities in oxygenation. However, as with SIDS, the dilemma is to identify patients at risk of this life threatening illness before symptoms develop.
